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We all hoped that we would be through this
pandemic by now. Unfortunately, that isn’t the case
but things have opened up enough that we have
been able to welcome more volunteers. Since we
are an outside activity, we’re even seeing faces of
some of the volunteers again, sans masks.
We might even throw in a wheelbarrow ride for our
volunteers! Our youngest volunteer Tristan says
“Thanks, David!”

As was the case last year, our tomato crop is
bountiful.

We’ve had terrific harvests
We are now at what is probably the peak of the
harvest time. We are even considering adding
another harvest day each week.

After harvesting potatoes and garlic we had some
planting beds open. We just finished planting more
squash and beans. We have also planted some
corn. In the past you might have seen corn stalks
decorating the Knot barn area or the church entries.
Those are from Eden Garden!

Donation sites
We are continuing to donate produce to a group
home in San Ramon, Hayward Outreach, and the
Well Church in Livermore (they work with the
Alameda County food bank). This year we have
added the newly-opened Goodness Village
residents as recipients of our produce.

We had a mighty team getting
the garden ready

Pounding in stakes in the tomato bed so that we
have something to tie the tomatoes to.

In the spring every surface of the greenhouse is
covered with seedlings. Here’s Terri Muir, planting
seeds. After the seedlings grow to a couple of
inches high, we transplant them to 4-inch pots so
they can finish growing large enough to be planted
outside. We just started new seedlings recently for
our second crops of the season.

Judy Matthew is adding straw to the beds. The
straw keeps down weeds and keeps the moisture
in.

Construction is ongoing
Bill has been busy finishing up our large raised
beds behind the greenhouse. David Gates has
been a star, working very hard to fill them with soil.
We put the beds to use right away!

put them to good use this season for herbs, flowers,
and a second crop of summer vegetables.

We supported the opening of
Goodness Village
Barbara has been meeting regularly with Kim
Curtis, Director of Goodness Village, to get ideas
about the kind of gardening-type support that we
might be able to help with. Along with Goodness
Village staff, Barbara visited the Homeless Garden
Project in Santa Cruz. For the last 30 years they
have been helping the homeless get back on their
feet. They are a true inspiration.

Since the beginning of the garden expansion, we
have been planning on including some “community
beds;” that is, beds that we could make available to
members of the community or our volunteers. Lucky
us! This year a girl scout wanted to build beds for us
for her Gold Award project.

Barbara and Bill helped the girl scout with the
planning. She and her dad did a fabulous job
adding eight 4’ by 6’ beds for us.
Graham, our irrigation maven, got irrigation set up
for the beds immediately. David Gates took on the
strenuous task of filling the beds with soil. We have

We provided tomato plants for an online sale to
raise money for Goodness Village. Given the need
for Covid precautions, plants were listed on the
Goodness Village website and buyers paid via the
website. Goodness Village staff tracked the sales
and handled payments. Buyers picked up their
plants from us at the Eden Garden greenhouse. Our
goal was to raise $500 but we raised $1,200!

We planted up 28 small succulent pots so that each
new resident will have a house plant to welcome
them to their new home. Garden club members
donated the succulents and Lois Barber and Terri
Muir headed up the project.

Our StopWaste involvement
continues
As you might remember, in June of 2019 we
received a $10,000 grant from StopWaste. We
finished all requirements for the grant in January
2020 but our involvement with StopWaste
continues. They continued to do soil testing at our
garden and in return we have received some
wonderful compost. The soil testing is now
complete and StopWaste has formed the Urban
Farmers Group, which is a network of local nonprofit farmers who participated in the soil testing
program. Farms such as Farm2Market, City Slicker
Farms, Mills College Community Farm, Castlemont
Farm and Garden, and Fremont LEAF are part of
this group.

A shout out to our volunteers
We want to thank all of our Eden volunteers for their
time and dedication. We had to continue to limit the
number of volunteers this year due to covid. So, it
has been a small but mighty group working in the
garden compared to our pre-pandemic years. Here
are a few more pictures of our volunteers, hard at
work on some of our projects.

Ellen Aquirre is working on one of the flower beds.
This year we added more flower beds so that we
could send cut flowers along with the produce.

Harvesting is, of course, our biggest project. Tina
Higashi is harvesting tomatoes.

Some of our volunteers have special skills, like Mike
Tomin who is an electrician. He has done electrical
work for the greenhouse. Mike has been involved
with many other projects too, including our
composting.

The pollinator garden is in its 3rd season now. The
plants are clearly happy there. The garden is
looking marvelous. You can barely see Shirley
Eastman behind the flowers! With the garden
blooming so much, deadheading is a weekly event.

When you are around the garden, please take a few
minutes to sit on the bench in the pollinator garden
and enjoy the pollinators coming to visit all the
colorful flowers. Feel free to look through the
binders that are on the butterfly podiums. They
contain information about how you can plant for
pollinators in your home garden.
We don’t think to take pictures of all our volunteers.
If your picture isn’t in this newsletter, we will catch
your picture for a future newsletter. We do
appreciate the efforts of everyone!

Michelle and Bill Tallon taking a well-earned break.

A farewell to some of our most
dedicated volunteers
In 2018 Bruce Daggy and Anne Vincent started
coming to help out at Eden Garden. One of their
first projects was to help Beth with the planting of
the new pollinator garden. They have been some of
our most dedicated volunteers since. During the
height of the pandemic, they came two to three
times a week to help out. Using their experience at
Eden, they started Clare’s Garden last fall.
Unfortunately for us, Bruce and Anne are moving to
the East Coast. We thank you so much for all
you’ve done for Eden Garden. We wish you good
luck with your future endeavors.

Moving on to fall 2021…
It will be a busy fall, as usual. We anticipate we will
be:
•

Finishing up harvesting the summer crops

•

Sowing cool season seeds and plant out a
small winter garden

•

Sowing a cover crop on the remaining
garden

•

Wrapping up the garden at the end of
October so we can all rest up for the next
season

We wish you all a healthy and happy remainder of
2021.

Barbara, Graham, Beth, and Bill

Bruce and Anne, good luck!

