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We finished our grant work
In January of 2020 we finished our final report for
our StopWaste grant and gratefully received the last
check of our $10,000 grant. We wrapped up our
formal involvement with StopWaste at end of
January when several of us went to the transfer
station in Oakland to take a tour and to meet with
other grant recipients. We talked about our grant
experiences, shared ideas, and came up with some
new ideas about how we might continue to support
reducing food waste. Then we all pitched in to make
a wonderful gleaning lunch. It was a nice way to
wrap up our StopWaste grant work.
Fortunately, our involvement with StopWaste
continues. They are continuing to do soil testing at
our garden and in return we have received some
wonderful compost. They have been an excellent
resource for connections to other organizations and
we had been planning to work with them to offer
some workshops to be held at Eden.

Our lives came to a halt in
March—but the garden went on
In January and February, we held a few work
parties to start our garden prep and to plant seeds
both for Eden’s crops and for plants for the garden
club plant sale. Unfortunately, life as we knew it
came to a halt in March with covid-19, as you well
know. We canceled our planned garden activities
and regular work parties in March, thinking we
would be able to resume in April. We’re still waiting.

Since April, we have had to limit our crew to only a
very small group of volunteers to ensure that we are
being as safe as possible. The group has been
following strict safety guidelines; only a very few
volunteers are working on the same day and all are
working on independent projects in different areas
of the garden. All are wearing masks and frequently
washing hands, of course!
These mighty and dedicated volunteers have spent
many hours at the garden in the last months. We
have logged 865 volunteer hours this year to date.
We can honestly say that the garden has never
looked better!
In mid-June our skeleton crew started harvesting.
Our food safety guidelines from last year now
include additional safety steps for covid-19. The
harvesters always stay at least 6 feet apart and our
disinfecting techniques were updated to make sure
everything works for covid-19 also.
We really miss being able to open our garden to
a wide group of volunteers. Raising produce for
the food banks is the primary purpose of the
garden, of course. But we think that teaching
people about gardening and building a sense of
community among our volunteers is also very
important. We are sorry to have to put teaching
and promotion of our volunteer community on the
back burner for now. We look forward to a time
when we can open the garden to everyone again.

Garden improvements
This spring, Bill Tallon and Graham Stott have been
very busy working on items on their “to do” lists. We
have also benefited from projects by done by other
people. Here are some of the projects that have
been completed.
Bill built some very handsome doors for our storage
barn.

We also have a new gate in the new garden area.
We had planned to have a wide wooden gate about
the size of the wooden gate that is near the Knot
barn. The new wooden gate would have had to be
custom built by a skilled and as-yet-undiscovered
volunteer. We determined that we really needed a
gate this spring so that we could use the Kubota
tractor to bring gravel and soil into the new garden
area. So, we decided not to wait for a fancy wooden
gate and instead put in a new metal gate that
provides easy access to the garden when we need
to move equipment and supplies in and out.

Over the last year a few high school age girl scouts
started planning to do projects at Eden for their girl
scout gold projects. These projects were slow to
start because the Girl Scout council had to approve
them. The girls had to plan out their project and
raise money to fund it, then work on it with a team
they recruited. In February the first of the girls
wanted to start her project for a compost sifting
station. But she hadn’t recruited anyone to help her
and she had no woodworking experience. Bill Tallon
and Graham Stott stepped in to coach her. The
result of this collaboration is a very useful compost
sifting station.

Behind the compost sifting station in the previous
picture is a small shed, built by Matt Abbruscato. It
houses the chipper-shredder that we bought with
Stopwaste funds. This shed is located in the
compost area.
Unfortunately, covid-19 has prevented other
pending Girl Scout and Boy Scout projects from
starting. When life returns to some semblance of
normal, we will evaluate the status of the projects
and determine whether they can go ahead as scout
projects.
Speaking of scout projects, you might be aware that
about three years ago a boy scout started working
on replacing the shade structure in the old garden,
which had collapsed. It was to be an Eagle scout
project. The scout and his father were making pretty
good progress on it but he never finished it.
Apparently he wasn’t required by the Boy Scout

Council to complete the project, only to have spent
a certain number of hours. For the last two years we
have tried to organize volunteers to finish it up,
without success. So we decided to call it quits on
this structure and Graham Stott and Bill Tallon
dismantled it in mid July. The following picture
shows the structure almost completely dismantled.
We’ve been discussing some ideas about how to
use this space differently.

October 2018

Our pollinator garden is thriving
In the fall of 2018, we prepared a space for a
pollinator garden outside the fence by the new
garden area and did an initial planting. We wanted
to bring more pollinators to our garden and to teach
our volunteers and visitors about how they can
attract pollinators to their gardens also. From its
humble start shown in this first picture, the garden
has been filling in over the last two years. We
selected plants that were deer resistant in hopes
that the plants wouldn’t become dinner for our deer
visitors. We have had to do a little replanting since
October 2018 but all in all we seem to have a lesstasty selection of plants there now.

Summer 2019. The plants had grown pretty well
Plant and they will come! Our plants attracted a lot
of hummingbirds, butterflies, and bees. We delayed
cutting down the spent sunflowers at the end of the
2019 season because they were covered with
hungry finches.

Fast forward to July 2020. The garden has filled in
beautifully and is even more colorful than it was last
summer. New to the garden this year is a plant
called bee balm that we started from seed. It grew
to about three feet high and wide and was just
covered with bees. Exactly what we wanted to
happen! Following are pictures taken in July 2020.

These
beautiful
butterflies
visit the
plants in the
garden, often
a few on the
same plant.

Resource reminder

Our hope for later in the year

As part of our StopWaste culminating event we
created a cookbook filled with recipes for using
leftovers and garden excess. You can download
Transforming Your Leftovers and Garden Excess:
Learning to Reduce Food Waste from this location:
http://www.crosswindschurch.org/garden

We look forward to welcoming you all back to the
garden when we are able to do so, hopefully this
year. Meanwhile, please stay safe and healthy.

Barbara, Graham, Beth, and Bill

